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March 1, 2019

The Honorable Elaine Chao

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

West Building - 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Madam Secretary:

National.

The Beltway will provide better access to the industrial base of the region, Richland Community College
and the ADM intermodal ramp, a key component of the Midwest Inland Port. The result will be more
reliable supply chains for manufacturers and enhanced freight mobility through the region, particularly
for farm-to-market suppliers from the rural areas to the east. Given the projected growth in freight
movements in the U.S. over the next 20 years, it is important to support mid-market intermodal
capabilities to meet the demand. Decatur can and will play a critical role in relieving pressure in the
Chicago-area and provide more reliable freight distribution with €asy access to large metropolitan areas
including Chicago, Indianapolis, St. Louis, Kansas City, Louisville and Columbus among others.

Given the many public benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge you to support this grant.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

il E Ba,

Sam Brown
Director, Operations
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