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The petitioners and their Attorney Ed Flynn, were present at ihe meeting.



There were no objectors present at the meeting.



There were no questions or columents from the board tloor.



MOTION CARRIED.



B. CORRESPONDENCE



Two letters from Amerenlp regarding tree trimmings they will be doin: in and around the Decatur

and Harristown area in the near future.



A letterfrom Enbridge Pipelines (Illinois) L.L.C regardilxgrecentdevelopmentsconceming Enbridge

Pipelines (lllinois) L.L.C's (Enbridge's ) Southern Access Extension Pipeline Project (Extension

Project).



A letter from Comcast regarding completed agreement to divide the Insight Midwest partnership in

which each party held a 50% interest. With the completion of the transaction, Comcast owns 100%

of the cable systems serving our community.



A Notice of Application for pennit to manage waste from lllinois EPA for the Veolia ES Valley

View Landtill - Unit 2.



Three letters from the lllinois Department of Transportation regarding information on whether ornot

Motor Fuel Tax was used for three different Sections.



A copy of a letter from the Office of the Attorney General sent to William and Yolanda Butts



regarding Macon County Commissioners' Court records from June and September of 1 830. The



Attorney General's Office has not received the documents, or a response to the issues raised



regarding the documents which belong to Macon County.



REPORTS



Sheriffs Report - January 2008



Treasurer Fund Report - December 2007 & January 2008



Macon County Collector's Report - December 2007 & January 2008



Macon County Collector's Report for tax year 2006 payable in 2007



MOTION



Mr. Dunn moved, seconded by Mr. Hogan to approve the Correspondence and Reports and that they

be placed on file by prior roll call vote.













OPERATIONS. PERSONNEL & LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE







5. Mr. Smith presented Resolution G73147-2-08 which is a resolution suppol-ting a Pro-second



Amendment Resolution.



MOTION



Mr. Smith moved, seconded by Mr. Yoder to approve Resolution G-3147-2-08.



COMMENT:



Mr. Smith: Mr. Smith said this issue was brought to the Operations, Personnel & Legislative

Committee by a citizen who is at the meeting tonight. He would like to address the board . This

issue was brought to us by this citizen.



Mr. Oliver: Mr. Oliver said he would like to ask the gentleman a question he did not get to ask

during caucus.



Dustin Meier: Mr. Meier lives at 4840 Forest Parkway, Decatur, IL 62521.



Mr. Oliver: Mr. Oliver said during the conversation we had in caucus, Mr. Meier mentioned that the

proposed ordinance he is asking the board to pass, has been handled by some 66 counties other than

Macon County. He asked what the name of their group is.



Mr. Meier: Mr. Meier said it is all citizen based. A lot of it is organized on a website called

ILCARRY.ORG, but it is all regular citizens.



Mr. Oliver: Mr. Oliver asked where it is based at.



Mr. Meier: Mr. Meier said it is not based. lt is al1 lllinois citizens with basically a chat form type



of setup. It is a number of citizens getting together discussing plans as far as opposing bills, and



staying informed on new bills and laws that are coming out. There are political debates on there as



far as people running for oftsce.



Mr. Oliver: Mr. Oliver asked if when he said this was a chat group, is this on the intelmet or what?

Mr. Meier: Mr. Meier said yes it is an internet based forum.



Mr. Oliver'. Mr. Oliver asked if they have ever had any meetings of these individuals he is talking



b t



a Ou .



Mr. Meier: Mr. Meier said he has met with a number of them, yes.



lt is not particularly an
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defend it. lt is the same oath that he took in the military, and it is the same oath that our legislators

take. He said that is one of the main reasons why he does not see this as a waste of the County

board's time. He does not see it causing additional problems as far as more people coming forward

with different issues on health care and stuff like that. That is something more on a federal level.



Mr. Smith: Mr. Smith had one last comment he wanted to make in compending Mr. Meier for

doing this. Mr. Meier is exercising his constitutional right to address government, and Mr. Smith

applauded him for that.



Mr. Ashby: Mr. Ashby said he visited the website that this pertains to, and we are talking about

infringement. Under the infringement definition there are 16 house bills and senate bills which are

proposed. Some of them are as innocent as raising the FOID card from $5.00 to $10.00. If you sign

this legislation you are saying we can not raise a FOID card license fee from $5.00 to $10.00. Out

of these 15 pieces of legislation being proposed, maybe you oppose 10 of them, maybe you oppose

14 of them, but there are 15 pieces of legislation. Some of them yog might agree to, such as banning

assault ritles, banning the purchase and possession of 50 caliber ritles. Does anybody in here use

a 50 caliber ritle to go rabbit hunting? Not, that he knows pf. Mr. Ashby is definitely not against

carrying guns or the right to own gtins, but he thinks there are 15 pieces of legislation here that some

of, may benefit society. If you sign this you are saying that a11 15 pieces of this legislation are not

valid. He is going to vote against it.



Mr. Westerman: Mr. Westenran said he is a gun owner and he likes his guns, so he has mixed



emotions about this. But, he believes this is a State legislation problem, and we've elected state



legislators to deal with that. We in Macon County have enough problems on the local level, without



telling, as a county, somebody else what to do. He thinks we as individuals should be talking to our



state legislators, if we have feelings about this, not as a county government.







Mr. Dunn: Mr. Dunn wanted to make 3 points. He read the OPL minutes, and he never saw

anywhere in there a mention of the this legislation, or any numbers on house bills, or senate bills.

He knows that in dealing with 800 members in his local, that a lot of them are NRA members, and

bel-ieve in the right to protect themselves. Mr. Dunn said he is not an NRA member, but lle does

believe in the right to protect himself. He would like to see this state go to conceal and carry, but

he agrees with Mr. Ashby and Mr. Westerman. He didn't see this thing handled in the OPL

Comlnittee as he would like to see it. As chainnan of EEHW he has had a group come to him



opposing the Clinton landtill, which are trying to accept some PCB'S which could possibly affect

the aquifer that delivers water to Decatur. In listening to the wisdom of our State's Attorney, Mr.

Waks, and some other people pn the colnmittee he entertained the idea of having the landtill

committee people come in and give their opinion. We have listened to both sides at least, rather than

from what he could see from OPL, it wasjust one side. He doesn't tkel like he has the information

to even consider this at this time. He thinks the oversight committee, the OPL Committee should



have listened to both sides, and had some questions on these things and. listed these bills, and what

they do and don't do. Mr. Dunn said he knows there are bills that come out of Chicago every year,

and have for 20 years, against banning guns and all kinds stupid bills that never get out ofcomlnittee,
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Mr. Dunn moved, seconded by Mrs. Wilkins to approve Resolution G-3151-2-08 by prior roll call

vote.



QUESTION:



Mr. Oliver: Mr. Oliver asked if they could explain what this is.



Mr. Ahola: Mr. Ahola said this is a grant we have had for some time, and even dates back to Jeff



Davison. Hidden victims are the survivors of murder victims, and this grant helps pay for their



counseling through the State's Attolmey's Oftice. lt is a grant. It is not any kind ofGeneral Fund



item. It has been going on for some time now, and is very successful.



Mr. Oliver'. Mr. Oliver said he was concerned about what the purpose of it is.



Mr. Ahola: Mr. Ahola said we arrange



murdered victims.



for counseling for the left behind family members of



MOTION CARRIED.



10. Mr. Dunn presented Resolution G-3152-2-08 which is approving a transfer in the State's



Attorney's budget for purchase a file tracking syst?m.



MOTION



Mr. Dunn moved, seconded by Mr. Meachum to approve Resolution G-3 152-2-08 by prior roll call

vote.



There were no questions or comments from the board floor.



MOTION CARRIED.



1 1 . Mr. Dunn presented Resolution G-31 53-2-08 which is approving and increase in appropriations



in the State's Attorney's Teen Court Budget.



MOTION



Mr. Dunn moved, seconded by Mrs. Cox to approve Resolution G-3153-2-08 by prior roll call vote.

QUESTION:



Mr. Ashby: Mr. Ashby asked if this is an anonymous gift.

Mr. Ahola: Mr. Ahola said we know who this is, but they want to remain anonymous.











Mr. Dunn: Mr. Dunn asked if the Exhibit A and the Exhibit A Continued that are in the packet are

the new exhibits.



Mr. Meachum: Mr. Meachum said the new one is a separate sheet that was placed in front of each

board member's seat, and it will replace the one that is in the packet. He said that was a mutual

agreement between the County Engineer, the Board Chairman, and Rockies Express.



Mr. Bird: Mr. Bird said the new exhibit is the one that says Exhibit A PREFERRED



ALIGNMENT OF REX PIPELINE in bold at the top. After meeting with REX, and we had a



phone conversation yesterday, this is a further refinement of what was previously in your packet, of



the alignment.



Mr. Dunn: Mr. Dunn asked if the Exhibit A Continued would still be the same language.



Mr. Bird: Mr. Bird said the two pages that are in your packet, both of those come out, and this one



page goes in to replace both of those.



MOTION CARRIED. (AMENDMENT TO RES. 11-1580-2-08)



QUESTION:



Mrs. Little: Mrs. Little asked if Mt. Zion is happy with this new proposal.







Mr. Bird: Mr. Bird said he met with theirboard a couple of Mondays ago. They have basically come

to a board consensus in supporting this exact same alignment. He hasn't heard whether they have

the thing completely signed yet. The last time he talked to the Village Administrator they have a

letter put together and arejust waiting on the signature of the mayor to send it off to us, and send to

REX, and also tile with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.



Mr. Dunn: Mr. Dunn said it is his understanding that the new agreement that Mr. Bird approves of,



for the new alignment of the pipeline, runs parallel to the proposed bypass. He asked if that is



correct.



Mr. Bird: Mr. Bird said that is correct.



Mr. Dunn: Mr. Dunn asked if the proposed bypass is engineered in such a way that a change is not



going to affect our relationship with the pipeline now that we are in agreement with it.



Mr. Bird: Mr. Bird said no. This stays within our environmentally studied conidor. lf we were



going to move outside of this corridor We would have to take a step back and spend another



$200,000 in order to do that. Unless the board is willing to spend another couple hundfed thousand



dollars to do that, he doesn't think we are going to be doing that. We are going to be staying right



there on that alignment.
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his moment ij s' omewhat happy, but by no means



is supposed to be a happy day. His group at t



fultilled. As taxpayers of this county he is sure each of you understand our point. This year 2008



is an election year. 14e and his supporters also hope it is an electric year. Yes, today is Valentines



Day. Al1 of you should have a piece of candy. He trusts that no one has consumed it yet. It would



be a good idea for those who have to stand because otlr honorable Sheriff has agreed that you guys



will be detained for one night if you have already consumed your candy. At this point, he was asking



you to take out your candy and unwrap it and take a bite out of it. After the bite, please wrap it up.



Take it home with you, and please do not tinish this piece of candy until we have a1l 36 sites



electrified. He is now wondering if there are any questions as to how he and his supporters really



feel. To help us achieve our gqal, we are again asking you to please call, write, fax, and e-mail the



names and addresses you were given at the last meeting. He thanked them for their time, support,



and for listening.



Mr. Meier: Mr. Meier wanted to thank the board for passing the resolution. Secondly, there were



questions about having copies of the bills e-mailed. He needed to know the e-mail address so he



could get those sent out.



Mr. Sampson: Mr. Sampson told him to send them to the board office. The secretaries will distribute



it to those who have e-mails. Not everyone has e-mail, but most of them do.



OFFICEHOLDERS REMARKS:



Mr. Williams: Mr. Williams said our March meeting will be ourjob shadow with our4-l-l kids. That



is something we a11 look forward to. He thinks we will have about 15 kids. We will have them



evenly distributed between the board members and if you are lucky enough to have a 4-H member,



please make them feel welcome.



Mr. Andrews: Mr. Andrews passed out a copy of the last quarterly news letter, and their Annual

Report. The news letter is a month behind because he was unable to be at the last meeting. The

Annual Report has to be distributed within 90 days or the end of the fiscal year so we have met that

deadline. The third and most important thing he wanted to talk about very brietly, is hunger, and as

all of you know it is an issue in Macon County. We have several good food banks that try to provide

food for people that need it, but they can't keep up with the demand. A11 you have to do is read the

paper or listen to the news. An organization he belongs to called HSAC, Human Service Agency

Consortium is putting together a plan to try and increase the amount of food available throughout

the year, notjust at Christmas time, notjust at Thanksgiving or when the letter caniers and WSOY

and so on and so fbrth, have their drives. One of the things we are looking at to increase the

availability of food throughout the year, is to have other sources of food come in, and to have

competitions between different industries, and different governments, and that type of thing to



collect food. For example, the County might take on the City or something like that, or ADM may

take on Staleys. The banks may take each other on to see who can collect the most food, and then

all of that would go to the food banks. The reason he was bringing this to the board's attention is

because we arejuCt beginning to put it al1 together to get all of our ducks in a row. lt seems like the
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