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ENVIRONMENTAL, EDUCATION, HEALTH & WELFARE 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Macon County Office Building 

141 S. Main Street, County Board Room #514 

Decatur, IL  62523 

                                               

June 25, 2020            5:30 P.M. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT    COUNTY PERSONNEL PRESENT 
Debra Kraft, Chair     Greg Collins, Veterans 

Kevin Greenfield     Jennifer Gunter, P&Z 

Linda Little      Jeannie Durham, County Board Office 

Jim Gresham       

 

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE      
Matt Brown       

Helena Buckner, Vice Chair 

Laura Zimmerman 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT     

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Kraft at the Macon County Office Building.   

 

MINUTES 
Ms. Little made a motion to approve the 2/27/2020 meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Gresham 

and roll call vote showed that the motion carried 7-0. 

 

CLAIMS 
Ms. Little made a motion to approve the report of the claims as presented, seconded by Mr. 

Gresham and roll call vote showed that the motion carried 7-0.   

 

ZONING –  

Macon County Board Resolution Regarding Case R-01-06-20, A Petition for Rezoning 

Submitted by Nutrien AG Solutions 

 

Ms. Gunter explained that Kevin Foreman is requesting to rezone approximately 11.91 acres 

from (A-1) Agricultural Zoning to (M-1) Light Industrial Zoning.   

 

The property is commonly known as: 9650 Heman Road, in Illini Township.   

 

On June 3, 2020, A public Zoning Board of Appeals Hearing was held and based on the finding of facts 

and staff recommendation for approval the Zoning Board of Appeals voted 5-0 for approval of the 

rezoning.  
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Mr. Gresham made a motion to approve forwarding on to the full board with recommendation 

to approve, seconded by Mr. Greenfield.  Ms. Little asked if there were any objectors. Ms. 

Gunter said no. Roll call vote showed that the motion carried 7-0. 

 

Macon County Board Resolution  Regarding Case S-02-04-20, A Petition Requesting a 

Special Use Permit Submitted by Village of Forsyth 

 

Ms. Gunter explained that they are requesting the special use permit for a municipal well and 

associated apparatus in A-1 Agricultural Zoning.   

 

The property is commonly located a half mile north of the intersection of North Brush College 

and East School Road in Maroa Township.   

 

On June 3rd, a Zoning Board of Appeals Hearing was held and based on the finding of facts 

and staff recommended approval, the Zoning Board of Appeals voted 5-0 for approval of the 

special use permit with the stipulations that are in the resolution.   

 

Chair Kraft announced that Matt from Chastain’s is present at the meeting if anyone has 

questions for him. 

 

Mr. Gresham made a motion to approve forwarding on to the full board with recommendation 

to approve, seconded by Ms. Little.   

 

Mr. Gresham asked what the issues are.   Chair Kraft said there are several but, the landowners, 

#1, are concerned.  There are two concerns.  Well, they have several concerns, but they are 

concerned about their property wells going dry and then on the north side of where they want it, 

some of those are concerned about the water overflow onto their property.   

 

Mr. Greenfield asked how many gallons of water the wells would pump.  It’s just one well, 

correct?   Ms. Gunter said correct.  Mr. Greenfield asked what the gallons pumped per minute.   

 

Mr. Matt Foster, Chastain & Associates, Village Engineer for the Village of Forsyth spoke. 

The intent is to get a  1,000 gpm well out of this site which is basically the same size as well #6 

which is the ½ mile south.   

 

He asked to add one thing.  The property owners of the actual property being purchased do not 

have any problems.  It is some of the adjoining property owners that have questions and issues.  

That is who is being addressed.  But the actual property owners of the field are all on board with 

this work.   

 

Ms. Little asked, in the event that the fears of the neighbors come true and their wells are 

negatively impacted, are they just SOL?   Mr. Foster said the nearest wells to this new site is the 

Village of Forsyth’s well which is ½ mile south and the property owner’s well for the site that 

they bought it from, who happens to be a Village employee’s.  The first wells that would be 

impacted by this both have direct connections to the Village of Forsyth.  So everybody else’s 

well is well over a mile away.   
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Mr. Greenfield asked if they would be abandoning the one well.  Mr. Foster said, no, well #6 

will remain in production. 

 

Dr. Zimmerman commented that in the minutes from the Zoning Board Hearing, there were a 

lot of technical questions that kind of related to how much water it could draw and those 

concerns about flooding and stuff.  It indicated that those questions would be resolved in 

different phases.  So, the question is, doesn’t this committee just focus on the use of the land in 

terms of zoning, but are there others where there is public input on like once they find out that 

information?  Are there other steps that have to be checked?  Is it a done deal if this committee 

approves this or are there other steps that have to occur where the public can give their input as 

well?   

 

Mr. Foster said he is not sure as far as public input, what all the other steps are, but was sure 

that there are ways that people can work with the state water surveyor or USGS.  Whoever “we” 

are when this well goes into production, we have to get it into the state’s system as far as they 

have to log that the well is there, how much it produces, what it is drawing, etc.   who owns it 

and all that stuff.  So, there are other governmental agencies  that will be involved during the 

design process in order for us to proceed and obtain a well at this location that is approved for 

use.   

 

Mr. Greenfield asked what the reason for drilling the new well was; expansion or selling water?   

Do you currently service Oreana?   Mr. Foster said yes, the Village services Oreana as well as 

their 3,500 or so residents.  The well is intended to primarily be, at this point in time, a backup 

of the existing well #6 that was put in about 20 years ago.  It still has quite a long life, but the 

Village’s backup wells at this point in time cannot equal the production of well #6 even if they 

are turned on.  They have 3 other wells left.  One of them is in town.  It is one of the smallest 

original wells. It would be good in a pinch, but it does not produce anywhere near enough water 

to service the Village’s system and Oreana’s system.  They have two other wells that are going 

up north of the old RR right of way.  Those can only be run one at a time.  So, if you take the 

peak production of that one well there, turn on the other well, it is still a couple hundred gallons 

per minute short of well #6.  So, the intent, right now, if for well #7 to be a backup of well #6, 

but as demand grows and increases in the area, eventually, they could be run at the same time.   

 

Mr. Greenfield asked how deep the wells are.  Mr. Foster said about 270 feet deep and they are 

in the Mahomet  Aquafer.  One of the benefits of well #7, why we wanted to go north some is 

that that gets further into the Mahomet Aquafer giving a better water source or area to draw 

from.   Mr. Greenfield said that in Long Creek, you try to  have so much water above the well to 

make sure you’re drawing down instead of up.  Mr. Foster agreed.  Mr. Greenfield asked how 

much water is perceived to be above the wellhead.  Mr. Foster said they have not gotten into 

that.   Mr. Greenfield asked about the other one.  Mr. Foster did not have exact numbers on the 

other one, but there is a substantial amount of water that is built up on top of those.   

 

Mr. Greenfield said that his only concern is that if a neighbor’s well does go dry, which is a 

possibility, that Forsyth would drill a new well.  He said he thought that would be only fair.  Mr. 

Foster said that gets into the legality issues and the first wells that are going to be impacted by 
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this new well are theirs.  Since they put in well #6 right adjacent to another property owner, the 

Village employee’s property, they did drill him a new well to get down to that excess depth.  

The nearest wells that Mr. Foster said he saw on the state’s GIS website were miles away.  We 

don’t even anticipate this new well even impacting the existing Village well ½ mile away.  So, 

if they start running a well dry, the first one they will run into is the Village’s.    That process is 

monitored during the design process and the actual testing of the well to determine the capacity 

of it.     

 

Mr. Greenfield asked if there had been any discussion in ZBA about that possibility?  Were 

there any suggestions?  Ms. Gunter said the ZBA had not suggested anything.    Mr. Greenfield 

said he would set a timeframe because he knows that if he lived out there, he wouldn’t care if he 

was a couple of miles away, if his well went dry as soon as they drilled a new well, he would be 

very upset.  There should be a timeframe of maybe a year or so.  He commented that Forsyth 

can’t be on the hook for everybody’s well out there, but for a limited amount of time, if it went 

dry, he’d sure think that could have been the cause of it.  Some of the other towns do the same 

thing.  If  they drill a new well and it affects a neighbor, they stand behind it.   

 

Chair Kraft said she has correspondence that she needs to read.  First is a letter from Mr. Roy 

Groves who owns property on the northwest corner.  This was received via email.   
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Chair Kraft read a second letter received via email from Evenly Fishel, 170 Jack Lane, Forsyth, 

IL  62535 
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Ms. Little asked if there is a reason why Forsyth does not have more information prior to 

applying for this.   Chair Kraft did not know the answer.   

 

Mr. Foster said that, at this point, they have been directed that once they got the decent water 

sample from this location to proceed with the subdivision and move on to the well construction 

phase in order to try to save some money and combine the work.  Typically, one of the ways of 

doing it is to, when building a well, is to drill the test hole which you pull a sample out of to see 

what the water quality is at that location.  Then, you would move into a test well phase in order 

to determine how much you can pump at that location.  But, if you have a lot of flexibility in 

what is acceptable in terms of the well capacity, you can combine those two steps in order to 

make it a more efficient construction project.  You drill the actual well and then do a test  pump 

on that to determine the capacity and then you basically get what you get.  The goal is 1,000 

gpm which was stated at the meeting.  That is the capacity we are hoping for.  A 600 gpm well 

that can operate basically without impacting other wells namely, the Village’s primary well, 

then that is actually still a benefit to the Village.  It is not what we are hoping for, but it is an 

acceptable addition. So, the decision was made to combine those two steps into one to 

streamline the process.   

 

Mr. Greenfield asked about when they talk about the water running across the field, that is 

really only a one time deal when you test the well right?  Mr. Foster confirmed, saying it is a 

one time test.  It is about an 18  hour test and it is run at a higher rate than what you are hoping 
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for.  So, it’s run at a rate higher than you’re hoping for for 18 hours and you monitor the water 

level as it goes up and down in that time period to make sure that you are not negatively 

impacting the water level of the aquafer or at least that you’ve got a record of what you’re 

impacting.  The issue that Mr. Groves is having is going back to the original well #6 which is ½ 

mile south and when that test pump was done, it was pumped out into a roadside ditch that 

apparently did not drain very well.  In this case, there is a ditch that appears to drain better, but 

it is on his property.   

 

Mr. Foster asked if he would be allowed to address one of the other issues they had brought up.  

He was given permission.  Mr. Foster continued, saying that when they had mentioned planting 

grass as erosion control on the farm field, that was out of contact.  That comment was 

specifically relating to after the site is developed, we will be placing grass on the Village’s site 

to control runoff.  That was not intended to be some kind of a fix sometime during this 

temporary pumping process.   Chair Kraft said that was how she had understood it as well.  Mr. 

Foster said they have discussed internally multiple options for trying to address any negative 

impacts such as erosions or erosion situations during the test pump if that causes problems; 

trying to do something in advance. 

 

Mr. Greenfield asked if there were houses within a mile or 2 miles (as the crow flies) of where 

the well is to be drilled.  Mr.  Foster explained that the closest house is Linn Summers who lives 

½ miles away at the corner of Brush College and School Road.  The next closest house (he 

pointed it out on the map) is 2/3 mile west of Linn’s  house which makes him well over ½ mile 

away.  He continued to point out the next closest couple of houses on the map.  Mr. Greenfield 

asked how many houses he was talking about within a half or one mile radius. Mr. Foster said 

he wasn’t sure within a mile, but in ½ mile there is only one house.   

 

Mr. Greenfield said he couldn’t remember when the City of Decatur drilled their well in DeWitt 

County, but he knew they had an agreement that if some of the wells went dry, they would 

stand behind it.  But, they were drilling well fields.  Mr. Foster said they had briefly reviewed 

the capacity of those wells.  They’ve got 10 times the capacity of what is being planned here.  

The one well that he mentioned has a 3,000 gpm rate and there are 6 or 7 wells, at least, out 

there he thought, but did not have the exact numbers.  Mr. Greenfield said they were running 

the river down the waterway.  But, you’re tied into the aquafer.  If you’re not worried about it, 

then why worry about giving these people a guarantee that you’re going to guarantee their well 

for 2 years or whatever.  You shouldn’t have anything to lose.  Mr. Foster said he could not 

make any guarantees personally, and they have not been directed to move on to that step.  We 

are at a point where our direction has been to obtain the property with the intent to do the test 

well and the production well on this site.  That process would occur during that step.  Mr. 

Greenfield asked if it is something that EEHW could put in their stipulations.  Chair Kraft said 

yes and referred the Administrative Code she had emailed out to members previously.  The 

zoning approved with the stipulation that they abide by these steps.  Ms. Gunter confirmed 

saying they have to abide by the state and federal regulations.  Ms. Kraft said that if we want 

more stipulations, we could add them at this time.  Ms. Gunter said the State Water Survey has 

to approve the permit for this well and there are other government agencies that have to approve 

it.  All we’re looking at is the use of the land.  Chair Kraft said she had spoken to several people 

and knew that several committee members have spoken with Mr. Roy Groves.  The group of 
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landowners have a meeting planned and will have a list of issues that they’re going to address 

with their road commissioner and the Village of Forsyth.  That is what they should do probably.  

She said she had encouraged them to do that.  They all have legitimate concerns.  

 

Mr. Greenfield asked if this would be going to the full board.  Chair Kraft confirmed that it 

would.        

 

Roll call vote showed that the motion carried 7-0. 

 

SUBDIVISIONS –  

1 Lot Minor W&S Farms Subdivision  

 

Ms. Gunter explained that this is located in Maroa Township and the owners are Ken Stemler 

and Patricia Wetzel.  This property is farm ground located ½ mile north of the intersection of 

North Brush College Road and East School Road in Maroa Township.  The property is in A-1 

Agricultural zoning.  The lot size is one acre.  Staff has reviewed all the documents and 

recommends approval.     

 

Ms. Little made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Greenfield and roll call vote showed that 

the motion carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Planning & Zoning – No report 

 

Animal Control 

Lt. Scheibly was unable to attend the meeting. The following information and statistical reports 

were distributed to members.  
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Veteran’s Assistance  -  

Mr. Collins said he had been listening to the meetings online, but hadn’t had a chance to update 

lately, so he reported: 
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Health Department –  

Ms. Binkley was unable to attend the meeting, but sent this report via email: 

 

 

 

Environmental Management –  No report 

 

U of I Extension -No report 

 

Regional Office of Education  - No report 

 

Mental Health – No report 

 

Historical Museum - No report 

 

CITIZEN’S REMARKS – None 
 

OLD BUSINESS  - None 
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NEW BUSINESS –  None 

 

Closed Session – None needed 

 

NEXT MEETING   Next regular meeting –7/23/2020 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Little, seconded by Mr. Gresham and Chair Kraft adjourned the 

meeting at 6:20 p.m.   

 

Minutes submitted by Jeannie Durham, Macon County Board Office 


